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Total installed capacity in Asia

519 GW
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Thereof 
pumped storage

74 GW
Additional capacity in 2018

12.1 GW 
incl. pumped storage

352.3
45.2
21.5
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9.5

With a total installed capacity of about 519 GW, of which 
some 74 GW is pumped storage, Asia is home to over a 

third of the world’s total hydropower generation. More 
than 12 GW of additional hydropower capacity was 
commissioned across the region in 2018, with 8.5 GW in 
China alone – more than in any other part of the world.

Hydropower is playing an important role in many countries 
across Asia. Growing demand prompted by demographic 

ANDRITZ
installed and/or rehabilitated
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changes and economic growth is being increasingly met 
with renewable energy sources, including hydro.

Ambitious goals to raise the share of renewables is also 
boosting demand for pumped storage in particular. Able to 
balance other more variable sources of renewable power 
generation, pumped storage capacity provides grid stabil-
ity, helping to achieve independence from fossil fuels.

With its long history of hydropower development, Asia 
continues to off er interesting business opportunities in 
the modernization and rehabilitation of the hydropower 
fl eet. Many installations are more than 40 years old, 
especially in the former GUS member states.

Many Asian countries are developing the necessary 
market liberalization measures and adopting appro-
priate legal frameworks to encourage infrastructure 
investment. In combination with environmentally-friendly, 
fl exible, cost-eff ective and constantly evolving sustain-
able technology, this creates many attractive prospects 
for hydropower in this dynamic and diverse region.

Source: (HP&D World Atlas 2019, IHA Status Report 2019)
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Hydropower in Asia
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