PRESS RELEASE

ANDRITZ converting line for baby diapers
starts operating at Naturopera, France

ANDRITZ technology and expertise enable Naturopera to produce
bio-based diapers.

GRAZ, MAY 17, 2023. International technology group ANDRITZ has successfully delivered, installed,
and commissioned a converting line for manufacturing baby diapers at Naturopera’s new plant in Bully
Les Mines, France.

The eXcelle converting line from ANDRITZ Diatec features special technology to produce both
traditional and bio-based baby diapers, supporting Naturopera in its efforts to become a leading
producer of a new generation of sustainable diapers.

While most diapers available on the market consist of 70% fossil-based plastic, Naturopera is
preparing to produce diapers made of 90% bio-based raw materials. This groundbreaking diaper
concept was developed in a close collaboration between Naturopera and ANDRITZ. It replaces the
traditional spunbond and meltblown nonwoven layers with spunlace nonwovens mostly made of
natural fibers. A prototype of the 90% bio-based diaper was recently produced at Bully Les Mines.

Claire Stévignon, Babycare Marketing manager at Naturopera says: “Thanks to the support of
ANDRITZ Perfojet for the spunlace fabrics and ANDRITZ Diatec for converting, we are moving in the
direction of producing bio-based diapers. We will soon start offering green premium diapers using the
jointly developed concept. This initiative will make an important contribution towards more
sustainability in diaper production.”

The ANDRITZ converting machine operating at Naturopera is highly flexible, taking just a few settings
to switch to the production of bio-based diapers. It is designed for a multiple-size process, features an

operator-friendly interface, and guarantees a production speed of 800 ppm.

Naturopera is a French company producing baby care, femcare and household products with a strong
focus on local production and sustainability.
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ANDRITZ Diatec baby diaper line in the Naturopera’s production plant in in Bully Les Mines, France

PRESS RELEASE AND PHOTO AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD
Press release and photo are available for download at andritz.com/news. The photo may be published
free of charge if the source is stated: “Photo: Naturopera”.
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Susan Trast

Vice President Group Communications and Marketing
susan.trast@andritz.com
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ANDRITZ GROUP

International technology group ANDRITZ offers a broad portfolio of innovative plants, equipment,
systems, services and digital solutions for a wide range of industries and end markets. Sustainability is
an integral part of the company’s business strategy and corporate culture. With its extensive portfolio
of sustainable products and solutions, ANDRITZ aims to make the greatest possible contribution to a
sustainable future and help its customers achieve their sustainability goals. ANDRITZ is a global
market leader in all four of its business areas — Pulp & Paper, Metals, Hydro and Separation.
Technological leadership and global presence are cornerstones of the group’s strategy, which is
focused on long-term profitable growth. The publicly listed group has around 29,700 employees and
over 280 locations in more than 40 countries.

ANDRITZ PULP & PAPER

ANDRITZ Pulp & Paper provides sustainable technology, automation, and service solutions for the
production of all types of pulp, paper, board and tissue. The technologies and services focus on
increased production efficiency, lower overall operating costs as well as innovative decarbonization
strategies and autonomous plant operation.

The product portfolio also includes boilers for power generation, flue gas cleaning systems, various
nonwoven technologies, and panelboard (MDF) production systems. With waste-to-value recycling,
shredding and energy solutions, waste and by-product streams from production are converted into
valuable secondary raw materials as well as into sustainable resources for energy generation. State-
of-the-art 1loT technologies as part of Metris digitalization solutions complete the comprehensive
product offering.
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